
 
 
 

Shepherd 2-Year-Old Activities 
Desert Plants/Animals 

Date:  Monday March 23, 2020 

 
Book:  “Way Out In the Desert” by TJ Marsh and Jennifer Ward 
                     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJlur0DDWUY 
               
Craft:  Green Rice Cactus 
 
Literacy:  What goes together? 
 
Math:  Color Sort & Memory Game 
 
Science:  Snake Eggs 
 
Outdoor Activity:  Water Painting 
 
Bible Lesson:  “Zacchaeus” 

   
Songs:  “In the Desert” 
                Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man 
                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkd-QFD7vMA 
                
Recipe:  Homemade Desert Dough 
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Craft:  Green Rice Cactus 
 
Print and cut out the cactus template below.   
 
You will need rice and green food coloring to make the green rice.  If you don’t have rice, 
you can substitute shredded wheat, flaked coconut, etc.  

 Simply seal the rice and a few drops of green food coloring in a Ziploc bag.  
 Have your little one shake up the bag.   
 When the rice is colored sufficiently, pour it out on a piece of waxed paper. 
 Let the rice dry then it is ready to use! 

   
Have your little one glue the rice to their cactus.  You can repeat this activity with different 
substances and amounts of green food coloring to make a whole cactus garden!  Don’t 
forget to talk about texture, cactus safety, etc. while you do so.  Flowers can be added if 
you have some colored sprinkles as well!  Have fun creating with your little one! 
 

 



 



 

Literacy:  What Goes Together? 
 
Talk with your child about things that go together.  Here are a few examples: 
 
Cold Items:  Ice Cream, Popsicles, Ice Cubes 
 
Hot Items:  Hot Coco, Coffee, Soup, Oatmeal 
 
Colors:  Red Objects, Blue Objects, Green Objects 
 
Bumpy/Smooth/Hard/Soft:  Bumpy Ball vs. Smooth Ball.   Soft Stuffed Animals vs. Hard 
Plastic Animals 

 
 
 
 
Math: Sort by Color & Memory Game 
 
Color sort various things in your house.  Ex. Pompoms, buttons, crayons 
 
Connect 4 Game:  If you have Connect 4, this is a great fine motor skill for your kiddos.  
Pick up the chip and put it in the slots on top.  They can sort by colors.  Put all the red 
chips in one column and the yellow chips in the other column.  You can even try 
patterns….one red, one yellow.  
 
What’s Missing Game:  Arrange 10-12 items on a table top or tray.  Have your child study 
all of the items.  Next have your child close their eyes and remove one of the items and 
keep it out of sight.  Ask your child to open their eyes and tell you what is missing?  Take 
turns playing this important memory game.  After a couple of turns, you can rearrange 
items and add new ones to make it more challenging.  Have fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science:  Snake Eggs 
 

Most snakes lay eggs that feel soft and leathery.   
Wouldn’t it be cool if we had the chance to feel one?    
Well, you can with the following  science experiment and a little patience! 

Simply pour 1 cup of white vinegar into a glass.  Add a raw egg and let sit overnight, 
making sure the egg is completely submerged.   

During the night the vinegar will eat away at the shell and make it disintegrate.  The egg 
will be soft and squishy….just don’t push on it too hard because it will break open! 

What happens if the egg sits in the vinegar for longer?? 
 

 
 
 
 

Outdoor Activity:  Painting with Water 
Give your child a bucket of water and a paint brush (any type) and let them have fun 
in the sun!  Don’t forget the sunscreen and to watch your child around water! 

             



Bible Lesson: Zacchaeus

 
 
 



Songs:  In The Desert & Zacchaeus 
 
In The Desert 
Tune:  “Oh, My Darling Clementine” 

In the desert, in the hot sun, 
Grows a cactus big and tall. 
It is green and it is spiny, 
It’s the best one of them all. 
Oh saguaro, oh saguaro, 
Oh, saguaro cactus, 
You are green and you are spiny, 
And the strongest of them all! 

 

“Zacchaeus was a Wee Little Man” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkd-QFD7vMA 
 
 
 
 
Recipe: Homemade Desert Dough 

Desert Dough has just two ingredients: 

 4 cups flour 
 1/2 cup baby oil 

With your hands, mix the flour and oil in a shallow container unti l 
combined.  Then let the kids have fun with it!   
 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkd-QFD7vMA

