Shepherd 2-Year-Old Activities
Theme: Desert
Date: Wednesday March 25, 2020
Book: Way Out in the Desert
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJlur0DDWUY
Craft: Craft Stick Snakes
Literacy: What Goes Together?
Math: Color Review
Science: The Amazing Cactus – Information and Cactus Making Fun!
Outdoor: Outside Sticky Wall
Bible: Zacchaeus
Song: A Silly Slippery Snake
Recipe: Sand Painting

Craft: Craft Stick Snakes

To make these adorable snakes, you simply need a popsicle stick, some markers and any
other craft supplies that you have on hand—don’t forget a nice long tongue for smelling!

Literacy: What Goes Together?
Here’s an example of some things that go together. Review them with your child and
then have them help you come up with other things that may go together.
For example,
If a bunny goes with a carrot, what would a monkey go with?
If a spider goes with a web, what would a bee go with?
Toothpaste would go with a?
A comb/brush would go with?
Etc.
Change things up by naming two objects and asking your child if the items would go
together as well.

Math: Color Review
Name a color and have your child point to the correct picture below. Can they recognize
any of the letters in their name? What are the different pictures with each color? Can
your child think of something else not pictured that is the same color?

Science: The Amazing Cactus – Information and Cactus Making Fun!
Have you ever wondered why cacti have spines?
You may be surprised….
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The spines of cacti are actually modified leaves. It helps to imagine cacti as large stems
with spines for leaves.
One of the main functions of spines is they protect cacti from predators.
Their sharp spines will turn away most animals, but not all. Javelina, pack rats, desert
tortoises and bighorn sheep aren’t put off by the prickly spines and cacti are part of their
diets.
Another surprising function of cacti spines is that they provide shade for the cactus
itself. At first, it can be hard to believe that tiny cactus spines offer any real protection
from the intense, desert sun. But when you consider that each spine provides a small
amount of shade and then multiply that by a 1,000 or more per cactus – it makes it easier
to believe that the spines help to protect the surface of cacti.
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Teddy Bear Cholla

In some species of cholla, the spines actually serve an additional purpose – they help with
propagation (create more of the same kind). The spines of cholla have tiny barbs at their
tips which are very sensitive to nearby movement. This causes the segments of the cholla
to ‘jump out’ and attach themselves to whatever walks by (animal or human). They do
not actually ‘jump’ but it certainly seems like it. When the detached cholla segment falls
to the ground from whatever was carrying it along, they will then take root in the soil and
grow a new Cholla.
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So the next time you find yourself around any cacti, be careful, but also take the time to
marvel at how their prickly spines help protect them from predators and the elements as
well as assist in the propagation of certain cactus species.

Cactus Making Fun!
If you have a cucumber or zucchini, simply cut it in half and let your child add their own
spines. Ask them why the spines are important to the cactus??
What toddler wouldn’t want to make their own cactus with a cucumber and toothpicks?
When you are finished, place this creation outdoors to see what changes occur each
day…

Supervised Activity ;)

Outdoor Activity: Outside Sticky Wall
To make your sticky wall, take a piece of contact paper and tape it to a surface
outside—a wall is ideal and makes the process most interesting. Make sure to place
the sticky side of the contact paper facing out from the wall.
Have your child gather materials to stick. Which items stuck, which did not? Why
do you think this is so? Size? Texture? Weight? Ect.

Bible: Zacchaeus

Song: A Silly Slippery Snake
Here is a fun song about a Desert Snake!

A Silly Slippery Snake
(Tune of: “If you’re happy and you know it”)
Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake.
Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake.
Oh, I’d slither across the floor,
And I’d slip under the door.
Oh, I wish I was a silly, slippery snake

Recipe: Sand Painting
Sand painting is a great way to explore texture and color mixing as well as a sensory
experience.





What you need:
Shaving Cream
Food coloring
Play Sand
Add the desired amount of shaving cream to each bowl, add a few scoops of play sand
along with a few drops of food coloring, and mix. That's it! This homemade paint recipe
is easy to make and, the process of making the paint is fun for the kids. Squirting the
shaving cream, squeezing the food coloring, tossing in the sand, and mixing it all together
is a big part of the FUN!

Once the puffy sand paint is good and mixed kids can simply explore the texture for some
fabulous sensory play OR they can create fun works of art!

